
MINUTES OF THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 
MAY 6, 2005 
By Sylvia A. Smith, Secretary 
 
President Rick Dunham called the meeting to order at 12:30. About 50 members were present.  
 
Dunham offered the highlights of the Club’s year so far, including professional and social 
events. He said the Club is moving forward with a major expansion on the fourth floor -- a 
multimedia centering featuring television studios, radio studios, webcasting, conference rooms, 
and journalism training offices and classroom space.  
 
He said $350,000 from the Eric Friedheim bequest will be used for construction of a climate-
controlled archives that will allow Club members and historians to take advantage of the Club’s 
cache of documents relating to journalism history. He said the expansion project is not a sure 
bet from the perspective of profit and loss. “But I am convinced that General Manager John 
Bloom and AV guru Howard Rothman have developed a conservative business plan that will 
allow us to turn a good profit—sufficient to help us significantly expand our benefits to 
members,” he said. 
 
Dunham moved, and the membership approved, acceptance of the minutes of the January 
membership meeting. 
 
Vice President Jonathan Salant presented the Club’s financial report in lieu of Treasurer Jerry 
Zremski, who was out of town: 
 
The National Press Club reported a 35 percent drop in net profit in the first quarter, thanks 
largely to higher labor costs, taxes and operating expenses. 
 
The Club’s net profit from operations totaled $169,607 for the quarter ending March 31, down 
from $260,527 a year earlier. Total income totaled $2.48 million, up from $2.47 million in the 
first quarter of 2004, a 0.5 percent increase. 
 
Payroll, taxes and benefits for the quarter totaled $1.22 million, up $75,681 from the previous 
year, or 6.6 percent. 
 
Costs for membership services, marketing and general and administrative costs increased 
$46,771, or 15.3 percent, as the number of events for Club members increased 17 percent over 
the level during the first quarter of 2004. 
 
Those cost increases came at a time when catering income showed only sluggish gains, while 
membership dues income fell slightly. 
 



Banquet food sales totaled $665,935, up less than 1 percent. Room rentals and other banquet 
services income totaled $537,212, up 5.5 percent. And audio-visual income fell to $458,692, 
down 4.8 percent. 
 
Meanwhile, membership dues income fell to $430,888, from $438,292 in the first quarter of 
2004, as the Club’s total membership fell 2 percent, to 3,677. 
 
In other financial news, the Club’s “Rainy Day Fund” shrank to $710,197, from $1.17 million a 
year earlier. That happened because the Club drew down from the account to pay a $477,390 
tax bill that came due this year. 
 
A member asked why a big drop was reported in property and equipment in the audit report. 
General Manager John Bloom said that when the building partnership dissolved, the value of 
the land ($3.5 million) was transferred and had to be written off. 
 
In Membership Secretary John Donnelly’s absence, Dunham reported that active membership 
has increased from 1,232 last year to 1,252.  He said the President’s Club is continuing this year 
and will again offer prizes for the PC members who sponsor the most members. 
 
Dunham asked Samantha Young to update the membership on the new mentoring program. 
Young said 13 mentors and 13 mentees were matched for the debut program. She said programs 
will be conducted throughout the year. 
 
Dunham said the 5K run/walk is Sept. 10 and asked members to recruit sponsors and items to 
be used for the silent auction. He said the 5K and auction raised enough money last year to offer 
two $20,000 four-year scholarships this year. 
 
Salant, also chairman of the board’s Constitution and Bylaws Committee, said the committee 
had reviewed the documents and proposed changes, which the Board of Governors approved to 
submit to the membership. He said there were a number of housekeeping details that are 
proposed for change and the three substantive proposed changes are: 
-- Allowing non-resident members to vote for Club officers and governors in their categories  
(active, affiliate/associate). 
-- Allowing the two affiliate/associate governors to vote in a board committee of the whole on 
the annual budget. 
-- Clarifying that the Club membership votes on proposed dues increases. 
 
During discussion, member John Oravec asked how the attendees could absorb the chances so 
quickly. Salant said the proposal has been posted on the bar bulleting board and the web site for 
a month and has appeared in the Record. 
 
Member Ken Eskey asked why affiliates and associates aren’t being given full voting rights. 
Salant said the board rejected the suggestion last year because the majority wanted to keep the 
leadership of the Club in journalists’ hands. He said the idea of allowing the two 



affiliate/associate board members to vote on the budget in the committee of the whole was a 
compromise position. Dunham said he was in the minority on the board (and supports affiliate 
and associate voting rights at board meetings) and predicted the Club will be discussing it for a 
decade. Governor Lou Priebe, who represents affiliates and associates, said it’s a step in the 
right direction. Member Wes Vernon said he has no quarrel with giving affiliates and associates 
full voting rights but said there are some editors and newsroom managers who take a dim view 
of their staffs belonging because there are already too many PR professionals.  
 
Salant moved approval of the changes in the Constitution. The membership approved. 
 
Salant moved approval of the changes in the Bylaws. The membership approved. 
 
During Q&A, member Jim McKenna questioned the policy of not allowing sports pools at the 
bar. He said it was done for years. Dunham said the law is clear about forbidding gambling in 
bars. He also said there’s a reason the military has a don’t as/don’t tell policy. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 pm. 
 

Proposed Revised Constitution 

Deletions are underlined; revisions in bold 

Article I 

NAME OF ASSOCIATION 

This Association shall be known as "The National Press Club of Washington, D.C."  

Article II 

PURPOSES 

The Club shall provide people who gather and disseminate news a center for the advancement of their 
professional standards and skills, the promotion of free expression, mutual support and social fellowship.  

Article III 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Section 1.The Club shall consist of persons whose professional qualifications and character, in the judgment of 
the Board of Governors, hereinafter constituted, shall warrant their election to any one of the following 
classifications:  

(a.) Active Members: Persons who reside in or have their principal places of employment within the 
geographic area defined in the Bylaws, and whose principal activity for the previous twelve months 
meets one or more of the following criteria:  



  (i)Reporters, editors, writers, publishers, editorial and news cartoonists and artists, news photographers, 
producers, librarians, presidents, general managers, videographers, web masters and other editorial 
employees who work for qualified news outlets. 
  Qualified news outlets include publications, news services, broadcast outlets and news internet sites 
that meet the following criteria: 

• They are regularly issued and supported by advertising or paid subscription, or, they are published or 
funded by nonprofit organizations and operate with editorial independence from any political, 
governmental, commercial or special interest. 

• Their primary purpose is the dissemination of news. 
• They are not house organs of any organization or movement. 

  (ii) Those persons whose primary professional activity is teaching journalism at college level, such as 
instructors, professors, or deans - but excluding those who serve in a public information capacity for 
educational institutions. 
  (iii) Non-fiction authors whose work has been published by a commercial publishing house and whose 
principal activity is writing books. 
  (iv) Persons who joined the Club as Active members prior to the Jan. 1, 2004, change in the Club's 
constitution and who remain in the jobs they held at the time they joined the Club. 
(b.) Affiliate Members: Persons who have been Active members of the Club but who no longer qualify 
as Active members, reside in or have their principal places of employment within the geographic area 
defined in the Bylaws, persons who are actively engaged full-time in public information or editorial 
duties for a foreign or domestic government agency, and those persons who have been employed for not 
less than five years of the past ten years or ten years overall in jobs that would have qualified them as 
Active members.  
  (i) Persons who work full-time for the qualified news outlets identified in (a)(i) as business managers, 
advertising managers, circulation managers, promotion managers, systems operators, and other non-
editorial employees. 
(c.) Associate Members: Persons whose profession or business involves regular contacts with members 
of the press or whose duties involve preparation or dissemination of news and information, and who 
reside in or have their principal place of employment within the geographic area defined in the Bylaws; 
persons who by principal profession or business are book or play authors, book or film editors, poets, 
television or script writers or book publishers. 
 (i) This class includes the following individuals, not to exceed thirteen in all, who shall not pay 
initiation fees or dues: the Superintendents of the United States Senate and House of Representatives 
Press Galleries and their immediate assistants, the Superintendents of the Radio-Television and 
Periodical Galleries of the House and Senate, the Superintendent of the Senate Photographers Press 
Gallery, and at the discretion of the Board of Governors up to four other employees of those Galleries, 
the Director of Foreign Press Centers and the Director of the Washington Foreign Press Center of the 
United States Information Agency (or its successor organization). This waiver of fees and dues shall not 
be considered as honorary membership, but rather, granted in consideration for and for the purpose of 
the service of these individuals in supervision of Club elections.       (ii) No persons shall be elected as 
Associate members if the total number of Associate members exceeds, or by their election would 
exceed, 45 percent % of the combined number of Active members, Provisional members, and those 
Nonresident members who but for their residence would qualify as Active members.  
 (d.) Graduate Student Members: Persons who are enrolled as full-time students in graduate-level 
journalism or communications school programs, not to exceed thirty-six months, and who shall be 
eligible, upon completion of the program, to be transferred to the appropriate category of membership 
upon the payment of initiation fees and dues.  
(e.) Nonresident Non-Resident Members: Persons who, except as to residence or place of employment, 
would qualify as Active members, Affiliate members or Associate members; plus those who live and 
work in certain areas as defined in the Bylaws who choose to become Nonresident members. 



Nonresident members shall be entitled to vote. Persons living and working in the following areas can 
choose either Resident or Non-Resident status: the Maryland counties of Anne Arundel, Calvert, 
Charles, Frederick and Howard, as well as Baltimore City, the Virginia counties of Culpeper, Fauquier 
and Stafford, as well as the city of Fredericksburg and West Virginia counties of Berkeley and Jefferson. 
 (f.) Provisional Members: Persons who would be eligible to be Active members, but who have less than 
twelve months working press experience.  
(g.) Widow/Widower Members: The widows or widowers of former members who, upon application, 
shall automatically and without initiation fees be admitted to Widow or Widower membership and who 
shall be charged an annual membership fee.  
(h.) Honorary Members: Persons, numbering no more than 25 at any given time, to whom the Board of 
Governors, by a three-fourths vote of Governors those members of the Board of Governors entitled to 
vote, has granted honorary membership, which membership shall be examined at least annually by the 
Board and, in accordance with its guidelines, may be revoked at any time by a three-fourths vote of 
those members of the Board entitled to vote. Honorary members shall not pay dues, vote, hold elective 
office or sit on the Board of Governors.  
(i.) Former Presidents: All former presidents of the National Press Club and the Washington Press Club 
shall be entitled to continue as Active members after the expiration of their terms in office so long as 
they continue to reside within the geographic area defined in the Bylaws.  
(j.) Foreign Embassy Members: Each foreign embassy shall be allowed to fill up to three membership 
positions, upon payment of initiation fees as set by the Board of Governors. Each person appointed to 
such an embassy membership position shall be assessed the annual dues appropriate to the class of 
membership provided herein that best describes his or her professional duties and status.  
(k.) The National Press Club encourages the membership of bona fide journalists whose publications are 
part of the growing world of electronic media. Journalists will qualify for Active membership if the 
following criteria are met:  
  (i) The electronic publication is a for-profit venture giving its chief attention to the gathering and 
disseminating of news or analysis, provided it is not an organ for a special interest group.  
  (ii) The publication is of interest to, and available to, a wide segment of the general public.  
  (iii) The publication provides frequent news and includes original content.  
For on-line publications that meet the above qualifications, the type of journalists who will be eligible 
are those who fill jobs that mirror the following print classifications: editors, publishers, graphic artists, 
business managers, advertising managers, the circulation manager, the promotions manager, the chief 
librarian and the systems operator.  
   

Section 2. Admission to membership shall be by vote of the Board of Governors, under procedures established 
in the Bylaws of the Club. All determinations regarding professional standing of applicants and members shall 
be made by the Board at its sole discretion. The Board at least once each year shall examine the roster of Active 
members to ascertain if any such member by change of occupation or otherwise has ceased to be eligible for 
Active membership. In carrying out this duty the Board shall have the power to require applicants and members 
to submit written representations on issues bearing on their qualifications for Active membership.  
Section 3. The Board of Governors shall have the right to suspend or expel a member for cause. This shall be 
done only by a vote of a majority of all the members of the Board entitled to vote, after a hearing before a 
Board committee at which the accused member shall have the right to be present and in conformity with rules 
that which the Board shall adopt. This provision notwithstanding, under House Rules that which the Board 
shall adopt and from time to time revise, an authorized representative of the Board may impose   a temporary 
suspension of a member for reasons of disorderly or disruptive conduct within Club premises may be imposed. 
This suspension may remain in effect until the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Governors.  
Section 4. Unless otherwise provided pursuant to law, or the Club's articles of incorporation or its bylaws, all 
members shall have equal privileges in the Club; however, except with respect to the Governors elected by 
Affiliate and Associate members, only Active members shall be eligible to vote and to hold office in the Club. 
This section notwithstanding, the Board of Governors shall have the right to schedule events of a purely 
journalistic nature open only to Active members.  



Section 5. Spouses or domestic partners of Club members Persons married to Club members shall , upon 
written request,  be granted such Club privileges as the Board of Governors may confer, upon written request 
and payment in accordance with the Club's dues and fees.  
Section 6. Not more than fifty professional and executive tenants of the National Press Building shall be 
granted full Club privileges, with the exception of voting or holding office, so long as they are tenants in good 
standing. Persons who qualify for these privileges shall be subject to review by the Board of Governors. Such 
persons shall pay fees equal to the initiation fees and dues paid by Associate members.  
Section 7. The Board of Governors shall have the authority, upon a majority vote at a meeting of Active 
members, to grant limited Club privileges on a contractual fixed-term basis to members of such other 
organizations as it might deem appropriate.  

Article IV 

GOVERNANCE 
 
Section 1. There shall be a Board of Governors as the governing body of the Club. The business and affairs of 
the Club shall be managed by or under the direction of the Board. The Board of Governors may exercise all 
such powers of the Club and do all such lawful acts and things that are not by law, articles of incorporation, 
constitution or bylaws required to be done by the members. The Board of Governors shall adopt rules for the 
conduct of the members of the Club, and shall have full control of the property of the Club, except that the real 
estate or stocks or bonds representing such real estate, or equities owned or purchased by the Club or held by its 
trustees shall not be sold, conveyed or otherwise disposed of without the consent of a majority of the Active 
members of the Club, at a meeting duly called, at which a quorum is present. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to prohibit the Board from selling and conveying any stocks, bonds or other securities purchased from 
current funds of the Club.  
Section 2. The officers of the Club shall consist of a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer and a 
Membership Secretary, each of whom shall be an Active member. No person shall simultaneously hold more 
than one office.  
Section 3. The Board of Governors shall consist of the officers of the Club, each of whom shall be elected for a 
period of one year, and seven other Active members, each of whom shall be elected for a period of three years. 
In addition, there shall be three non-voting members of the Board, one of whom shall be the immediate past 
president of the Club, and the other two shall be members elected for a two-year term by the Affiliate members 
and the Associate members voting as a single class. No person shall be simultaneously an officer and a 
Governor. The terms of the Board of Governors shall be staggered so that as nearly as possible the same number 
of full terms shall be filled at each election. Unless otherwise provided by a majority of all the members of the 
Board entitled to vote, officers and Governors shall be elected on the second Friday in December of each year. 
Those elected shall take office on the third Friday of the following January at the annual membership meeting. 
Each Governor and officer, including any appointed or elected to fill a vacancy, shall hold office until his or her 
successor is appointed and qualified, excepting earlier resignation or death.  

Article V 

RESIGNATIONS AND VACANCIES 
 
Section 1. An officer or Governor may resign at any time by delivering written notice to the President or the 
Secretary of the Club. Unless otherwise specified in the notice, such resignation shall take effect immediately 
upon receipt, and the acceptance of the resignation shall not be necessary to make it effective.  
Section 2. In the event of a vacancy in the Office of the President, the Vice President shall resign as Vice 
President and immediately succeed to the Office of President, and shall serve until the annual meeting following 
the next annual elections. 
Section 3. For all other vacancies, the Board of Governors may call a special election or, by a majority vote of 
Governors present and voting, may appoint an eligible member to fill such vacancy. A member so appointed as 



a Governor shall serve until the annual meeting following the next annual election, at which election a successor 
shall be elected to serve the remainder of the unexpired term.  

Article VI 

QUORUMS 
 
Section 1. Membership Meetings: Except as otherwise provided by law or by the Club's Articles of 
Incorporation, seventy-five Active members shall constitute a quorum at all meetings of the members, duly 
called, for the transaction of business. The members present at a duly organized meeting may continue to 
transact business until adjournment, notwithstanding the withdrawal of enough members to leave the meeting 
with less than a quorum; however, no action requiring a vote shall be taken unless a quorum is present.  
Section 2. Board and Board Committee of Governors Meetings: At all meetings of the Board of Governors or 
committees,  of the Board a majority of the total number of Governors and officers or committee members 
entitled to vote shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. If a quorum shall not be present at any 
meeting, the members present thereat may adjourn the meeting to another time and place, without notice other 
than announcement at the meeting of such time and place. 

Article VII 

MEETINGS 
 
Section 1. The Club shall hold an annual meeting on the third Friday of January or on such other day as shall be 
designated by the Board of Governors and stated in the notice of the meeting. In addition to the annual meeting, 
the Club shall hold two meetings open to all members of the Club on dates, set by the Board of Governors, on 
or about May 1 and October 1 of each year.  
Section 2. Unless otherwise provided by law or articles of incorporation, special meetings of the Active 
members, for any purpose or purposes, may be called at any time by the Board of Governors. A special meeting 
of the Active members shall be called by the President within three weeks of his or her receipt of a written 
request for such a meeting by twenty-five Active members, which request shall include a statement of the 
purpose or purposes of the proposed meeting.  
Section 3. Notice of all meetings of members, stating the place, date and hour of the meeting, shall be posted on 
the Club's bulletin board and published in the NPC Record and posted on the Club’s Web site not less than 
fourteen nor more than thirty days before the date of the meeting. In the case of a special meeting, such notice 
shall include a statement of the purpose or purposes of the meeting. Business transacted at any special meeting 
shall be limited to the purpose or purposes stated in the notice. 

Article VIII 

AMENDMENTS 
Section 1. This Constitution may be amended at any duly called meeting of the Active members of the Club.  
Section 2. The Board of Governors, by a vote of a majority of members of the Board present and voting entitled 
to vote, or fifty Active members in good standing by petition to the President and Secretary, may propose 
amendments to the Constitution to be submitted to the Active members.  
Section 3. Proposed amendments shall be mailed to each Active member or  published in the NPC Record and 
posted on the Club's bulletin board and Web site not less than 14 days before the meeting at which they are to 
be considered. 
Section 4. No amendment may be proposed which has not been submitted to the members in advance as 
provided in Section 2. However, any germane modification or substitution for a proposed amendment shall be 
put to a vote of the Active members if moved and seconded at the meeting in which the original amendment 
is proposed. filed with the Secretary in writing, with the signature of ten or more Active members, at least 
seven days prior to the scheduled meeting. Such proposed modification, substitute or addition immediately upon 



receipt shall be posted on the Club's bulletin board. When an amendment is under consideration at a duly called 
meeting, an Active member may offer from the floor, without advance notice, any revision designed to clarify 
or perfect, but not to change the sense of the original amendment.  
Section 5. To be adopted, a proposed amendment to the Constitution must receive the affirmative votes of two-
thirds of the Active members present at a duly called meeting at which a quorum is present.  
Section 6. Proposed Bylaws amendments The Bylaws of the Club and amendments thereto promulgated by the 
Board of Governors shall be posted on the Club's bulletin board and Web site for a period of fourteen days, and 
written notice of such amendments shall be published in the NPC Record. at the time of posting. At the 
expiration of that period, they shall be considered at a meeting of Active members for acceptance or rejection. 
In the case of a quorum not being present for such a duly called meeting, such the Bylaws and amendments as 
promulgated may be adopted by the Board.  

Article IX 

INDEMNIFICATION AND INSURANCE 
 
Section 1. Indemnification: (a.) To the fullest extent permitted and in the manner prescribed by the laws of the 
District of Columbia, as the same may be amended or superseded from time to time, the Club shall indemnify 
any person who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a party to any threatened, pending or completed 
action, suit or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, administrative or investigative (other than an action by or in 
the right of the Club) by reason of the fact that he or she was or is a Governor, officer, employee or agent of the 
Club, or is or was serving at the request of the Club as a director, officer, employee or agent of another 
corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise, against expenses (including attorneys’ fees), 
judgments, fines and amounts paid in settlement actually and reasonably incurred by him in connection with 
such action, suit or proceeding if he or she acted in good faith and in a manner the person reasonably believed to 
be in or not opposed to the best interests of the Club, and, with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, had 
no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful. The termination of any such action, suit or 
proceeding by judgment, order, settlement, conviction, or upon a plea of nolo contendere or its equivalent, shall 
not, of itself, create a presumption that the person did not act in good faith and in a manner he or she reasonably 
believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the Club, and, with respect to any criminal action or 
proceeding, had reasonable cause to believe that his or her conduct was unlawful.  
  (b.) The Club shall indemnify any person who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a party to any 
threatened, pending or completed action or suit by or in the right of the Club to procure a judgment in its favor 
by reason of the fact that he or she is or was a   Governor, officer, employee or agent of the Club, or is or was 
serving at the request of the Club as a director, officer, employee or agent of another corporation, partnership, 
joint venture, trust or other enterprise against expenses (including attorneys’ fees) actually and reasonably 
incurred by him or her in connection with the defense or settlement of such action or suit if he or she acted in 
good faith and in a manner he or she reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the 
Club, except that no indemnification shall be made in respect of any claim, issue or matter as to which such 
person shall have been adjudged to be liable to the Club unless and only to the extent that the court in which 
such action or suit was brought shall determine upon application that, despite the adjudication of liability but in 
view of all the circumstances of the case, such person is fairly and reasonably entitled to indemnity for such 
expenses which the court may deem proper.  
  (c.) To the extent that a Governor, officer, employee or agent of the Club has been successful on the merits or 
otherwise in defense of any action, suit or proceeding referred to in subsections (a) and (b) of this Section 1, or 
in defense of any claim issue or matter therein, he or she shall be indemnified against expenses (including 
attorneys’ fees) actually and reasonably incurred in connection therewith.  
  (d.) Any indemnification under subsection (a) and (b) of this Section 1 (unless ordered by a court) shall be 
made by the Club only as authorized in the specific case upon a determination that indemnification of the 
Governor, officer, employee or agent is proper in the circumstances because he or she has met the applicable 
standard of conduct set forth in subsections (a) and (b) of this Section 1. Such determination shall be made (1) 
by the Board of Governors by a majority vote of a quorum consisting of Governors who were not parties to such 



action, suit or proceedings, or (2) is such a quorum is not obtainable, or, if a quorum of disinterested Governors 
so directs, by independent legal counsel in a written opinion, or (3) by the Active members.  
  (e.) Expenses incurred by an officer or Governor in defending a civil or criminal action, suit or proceeding 
may be paid by the Club in advance of a final disposition of such action, suit or proceedings upon receipt of a 
written undertaking by or on behalf of such Governor or officer to repay such amount if it shall be ultimately 
determined that he or she is not entitled to be indemnified by the Club as authorized in this Section 1. Such 
expenses incurred by other employees and agents may be so paid upon such terms and conditions, if any, as the 
Board of Governors deems appropriate.  
  (f.) The indemnification and advancement of expenses provided by, or granted pursuant to, the other 
subsections of this Section 1 shall not be deemed exclusive of any other rights to which those seeking 
indemnification or advancement of expenses may be entitled under any Bylaw, agreement, vote of Active 
members or disinterested Governors or otherwise, both as to action in his or her official capacity and as to 
action in another capacity while holding such office.  
  (g.) The indemnification and advancement of expenses provided by, or granted pursuant to, this Section 1 shall 
continue as to a person who has ceased to be a Governor, officer, employee or agent and shall inure to the 
benefit of the heirs, executors and administrators of such a person.  
Section 2. The Club may, to the fullest extent permitted by law, purchase and maintain insurance on behalf of 
any Governor, officer, employee, trustee or agent of the Club or any person who is or was serving at the request 
of the Club as an officer, Governor, employee, partner (general or limited), trustee or agent of another enterprise 
against any liability asserted against him or her or incurred by him or her in any such capacity or status whether 
or not the Club would have the power to indemnify such person under the provisions of this Article IX.  
 
 

Proposed Revised Bylaws 

Deletions are underlined; revisions in bold 

Article I 

OFFICERS 
 
Section 1. President: The President shall be the principal executive officer of the Club. Subject to the control 
and direction of the Board of Governors, the President shall in general supervise the business and affairs of the 
Club, and shall ensure that all orders and resolutions of the Board of Governors are carried into effect. The 
President shall preside at all meetings of the Club. With the Secretary or any other proper officer of the Club, 
authorized by the Board of Governors, the President may sign and execute any deeds, mortgages, bonds, 
contracts or other instruments which the Board of Governors has authorized to be executed or has delegated to 
his or her discretion to execute on behalf of the Club, except in cases where the signing and execution thereof 
shall be expressly delegated by the Board of Governors or by these Bylaws to some other officer or agent of the 
Club, or shall be required by law to be otherwise signed or executed. In general, the President shall perform all 
duties incident to the Office of the President and have such other powers as the Board of Governors may from 
time to time prescribe.  
Section 2. Vice President: The Vice President, in the absence of the President or in the event of the President's 
inability or refusal to act, shall perform the duties of the President. When so acting he or she shall have all the 
powers of, and be subject to all the restrictions upon, the President. The Vice President shall perform such other 
duties and have such other powers as the Board of Governors may from time to time prescribe.  
Section 3. Secretary: The Secretary or a designee under the direction of the Secretary shall be responsible for 
and supervise all elections and all issues put to a vote of the Active members, shall keep the roster and records 
of the Club, shall attend all meetings of the members and of the Board of Governors, shall record all the 
proceedings of the meetings of the members and of the Board of Governors. , and shall perform like duties for 



standing committees when so requested. The Secretary shall see that all notices are duly given in accordance 
with the Constitution and these Bylaws or as required by law or directed by the Board of Governors, shall 
ensure that all amendments and other actions requiring membership approval are scheduled for a vote at 
the next appropriate membership meeting,  and shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the 
Board. of Governors. The Secretary shall post official notices on the Club bulletin board and Web site of the 
Club of such actions as may be necessary for the information of members and shall be responsible for 
providing summaries of board meetings and other board actions to the Record. No unofficial notice shall 
be posted in the Club without the approval of the Secretary except on a bulletin board designated by the Board 
for open membership use. The Secretary shall be responsible for posting Club policies adopted by the 
Board on the Web site. The Secretary shall have custody of the corporate seal of the Club, and shall have the 
authority to affix the same to any instrument requiring it and when so affixed it may be attested by the signature 
of the Secretary. The Board of Governors may give general authority to any other officer to affix the seal of the 
Club and to attest the affixing by such officer's signature. The Secretary may attest all instruments signed on 
behalf of the Club by the President or Vice President. The Secretary shall in general perform all duties incident 
to the Office of Secretary and such other duties as the Board may from time to time prescribe.  
Section 4. Treasurer: The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all corporate funds and securities of the Club, shall 
see to the discharge of all financial obligations of the Club, shall have general charge of the Club's finances, 
shall see that full and accurate accounts of receipts and disbursements are kept in books belonging to the Club, 
and shall see that all moneys and other valuable effects are deposited in the name and to the credit of the Club in 
such depositories as may be designated by the Board of Governors. The Treasurer shall see that funds of the 
Club are disbursed as ordered by the Board of Governors and that proper vouchers are taken for such 
disbursements. The Treasurer shall render to the President upon his or her request to the Board, at its regular 
meeting or when the Board requests, an account of all financial transactions of the Club and of the financial 
condition of the Club. The Treasurer shall initiate enforcement of Bylaws and House Rules in regard to 
members' financial obligations to the Club, and shall perform all other duties incident to the Office of 
Treasurer and such other duties as the Board of Governors may from time to time prescribe.  
Section 5. Membership Secretary: The Membership Secretary shall recommend to the Board of Governors 
candidates for membership and shall recommend dues waivers to the Board of Governors. The Membership 
Secretary shall lead Club efforts to recruit and retain members, and shall report to the Club annually on 
membership levels and trends. The Membership Secretary, not later than 30 days before each election, 
shall examine the roster of Active members and advise the Board, whether such members, by change of 
occupation or otherwise, have ceased to be eligible for Active membership. shall initiate enforcement of 
Bylaws and House Rules in regard to members' financial obligations to the Club,  The Membership Secretary 
shall also serve as Board Liaison to the Membership Committee.  

Article II 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 
Section 1. First Meeting of Each Board: The first meeting of each newly elected Board of Governors shall be 
held immediately after the annual January meeting of Active members, and no notice of such meeting shall be 
necessary in order to constitute the meeting legally, provided a quorum is present. In the event such meeting is 
not held at that time, such first meeting may be held at such time and place as shall be specified in a notice 
given as hereinafter provided for special meetings of the Board. or as shall be specified in a written waiver of 
notice signed by all of the Governors.   

(a.) Chairman and Vice Chairman: At its first meeting each new Board shall elect a Chairman and a 
Vice Chairman. The Secretary shall conduct the voting, and a majority of all those present and voting 
shall be required for election. The Chairman shall develop the agenda for each subsequent meeting of 
the Board, preside at all meetings of the Board, and appoint chairmen chairs and members of Board 
committees. The Chairman of the Board of Governors, with the President, shall ensure that the 
President carries out all decisions of the Board. are carried out. The Chair shall appoint Board 



Liaisons to all Club committees, and shall perform such other duties and have such other powers as the 
Board may from time to time prescribe.  
 (b.) Duties of Vice Chairman: The Vice Chairman of the Board of Governors, in the absence of the 
Chairman or in the event of the Chairman's inability or refusal to act, shall perform the duties of the 
Chairman. When so acting, he or she shall have all the powers of, and be subject to, all the restrictions 
upon the Chairman. The Vice Chairman shall also perform such other duties and have such other powers 
as the Board of Governors may from time to time prescribe. 

Section 2. Regular Meetings: Regular meetings of the Board of Governors shall may be held without notice at 
such time and place as shall from time to time be determined by the Board. monthly. Notice of such meetings 
shall be published in the Record and posted on the Web site. The Board may, by majority vote of those 
present, cancel a meeting. Notice of such cancellation shall be published in the Record. 
Section 3. Special Meetings: Special Meetings of the Board of Governors or any committee thereof shall be 
held whenever called by the Chairman or the President or the chair of such committee, as the case may be. 
Notice of the meeting shall be delivered to each Governor or committee member in person or by phone 
and email mailed to each Governor or committee member, addressed to him or her at home or usual place of 
business, at least two days before the day on which the meeting is to be held, or shall be sent to him or her at 
such place by facsimile, email or other similar device, or be delivered personally or by telephone, not less than 
four hours before the meeting is to be held. The notice shall state the date, time and place of the meeting and the 
purpose thereof, except as otherwise expressly provided by law or the Club's Constitution or these Bylaws.  
Section 4. Required Vote: Except as otherwise provided by law or by the Club's Constitution or by these 
Bylaws, the vote of a majority of those Governors entitled to vote present at any duly called meeting at which a 
quorum is present shall be the act of the Board of Governors. The vote of a majority of the voting members of 
any committee at any duly called meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of that committee.  
Section 5. Presumption of Assent: A Governor of the Club who is present at a meeting of the Board of 
Governors at which action on any Club matter is taken shall be presumed to have assented to the action unless 
his or her dissent is entered in the minutes of the meeting or unless he or she files a written dissent to such 
action with the person acting as secretary of the meeting before adjournment, or forwards such dissent by 
registered mail to the Secretary of the Club within two business days after the adjournment of the meeting. Such 
right to dissent shall not apply to a Governor who voted in favor of such action.  
Section 56. Telephone Meetings: Members of the Board of Governors or any committee designated by the 
Board of Governors may participate in a meeting of the Board or such committee by means of a conference call 
telephone or by means of communication by which all persons participating in the meeting are able to hear one 
another, and such participation shall constitute presence in person at the meeting. 
Section 67. Action Without a Meeting: Unless otherwise restricted by law or by the Club's Constitution or by 
these Bylaws, any action required or permitted to be taken at any meeting of the Board of Governors or of any 
committee composed exclusively of Board members may be taken without a meeting if the matter to be voted 
on would be moot if delayed until the next regularly scheduled Board meeting. The vote will remain open 
for 24 hours after being called by the Chair and should be noted at the next regular Board meeting and 
included in the minutes, if all members of the Board or the committee, as the case may be, consent thereto in 
writing. Such writing or writings shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Club and filed with the minutes of 
the proceedings of the Board or committee. Notice of such a vote shall be the same as that of a special 
meeting. 
Section 7. Committees of Governors: (a.) The Board of Governors may designate one or more committees, 
including an executive committee, each committee to be composed exclusively of Board members. As provided 
in Section 1, the Chairman of the Board of Governors shall appoint the members and chairmen of such 
committees. If a member of a committee shall be absent from any meeting, or be disqualified from voting 
thereat, the committee chairman may appoint another member of the Board of Governors to act at the meeting 
in the place of such absent or disqualified member. Except as restricted by law, any such committee, to the 
extent provided in a resolution of the Board of Governors, shall have and may exercise all the powers and 
authority of the Board in the management of the business and affairs of the Club, and may authorize the seal of 
the Club to be affixed to all papers which may require it. Each committee shall keep regular minutes of its 



meetings and report the same to the  apprise the Board of Governors of its actions and activities.  Affiliate 
and Associate Governors will be permitted to vote in committee. 
(b.) The Board shall establish an audit committee to meet with the Club auditors three times a year. The 
audit committee shall be chaired by the Board chair, who shall name two other Board members to the 
panel. 
Section 8. Committee of the Whole: A Committee of the Whole, comprised of all of the voting and 
nonvoting members of the Board of Governors, shall consider and approve the budget prior to its 
consideration by the Board. Affiliate and Associate Governors shall be entitled to vote in committee. The 
Board of Governors shall not vote on any budget unless it is first approved by the Committee of the 
Whole. The Secretary shall keep committee minutes and they shall be included in the minutes of the 
Board meeting at which the budget is approved. 
Section 9. Other Committees: With the approval of the Board of Governors, The President may  shall appoint 
one or more additional committees, each committee to consist of such members or alternate members, with 
Governors or non-Governors, as the President and the Board shall determine. Except as restricted by law, by the 
Club's Constitution or by these Bylaws, each such committee shall serve at the pleasure of the President Board 
of Governors and shall have such power and authority as provided in a resolution of the Board, except that and 
no such committee shall have the independent power to bind the Club or act in its name. With the approval of 
the Board of Governors, the President shall appoint members to nine standing committees: Archives, 
Entertainment, Fellowship, House and Bar, Library, Membership, Professional Affairs, Publications and 
Speakers, which shall perform duties assigned to them respectively by the Board. Members of committees 
named by the Board of Governors shall not be considered legal agents of the Club unless specifically appointed 
as legal agents by the Board. Affiliate and Associate members may vote in committee. 
Section 10. Club Trusts: The Board of Governors, at its discretion, may establish such trusts and appoint such 
trustees to hold assets of the Club as it shall deem in the best interests of the Club.  
Section 11. Employees: On behalf of the Club, the Board of Governors may employ or authorize the 
employment of such persons and under such terms and conditions, including such compensation, as it shall 
deem in the best interests of the Club.  

Article III 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Section 1. Candidates proposed for membership must be sponsored in writing by at least two members in good 
standing, including at least one Active member. In approving an application for membership, the Board of 
Governors shall make a determination that, in its judgment, the applicant's professional qualifications and 
character warrant his or her election to one of the classes of Club membership. Approval of applicants shall be 
by a majority of those members of the Board present and voting; however, as provided in the Constitution, 
approval of Honorary members shall be by vote of three-fourths of those members of the Board entitled to vote. 
Board approval of an application for membership becomes effective only upon payment of such initiation fees 
and dues as may be established by the Board from time to time. The meeting of the Board of Governors for the 
election of members shall be closed to all members who are not governors or officers. Section 2. The Board of 
Governors shall have full authority to pass upon the qualifications of all applicants for membership in any 
classification, and, upon proper representation, to transfer a member from one classification to another. , and it 
shall duly record all such transfers in its minutes. If the Board rejects an application for membership or declines 
to act upon an application, the candidate shall not again be proposed for membership until six months from the 
date of that Board decision.  
Section 3. At least each year, the Board of Governors shall examine the roster of Active members to ascertain 
whether any such members by change of occupation or otherwise have ceased to be eligible for Active 
membership. All determinations regarding professional standing shall be made by the Board of Governors at its 
sole discretion, and in no case shall so-called "credentials" from any publication or news service be sufficient to 
establish eligibility in the absence of other evidence satisfactory to the Board. Not later than thirty days before 



each annual election, the Board shall certify and cause to be posted on the Club bulletin board the list of Active 
members as determined by the procedure outlined herein.  
Section 4. No member shall be transferred from Affiliate, Associate or Non-Resident membership to Active 
membership without ten days' prior notice to the member. members by posting on the Club bulletin board. 
When an Active member gives up news media work and enters another vocation, he or she shall promptly 
notify the Membership Secretary who with the approval of the Board of Governors, shall transfer his or her 
name to the Affiliate list within sixty days.  
Section 5. Members may resign from the Club by returning their membership cards to the Club office with a 
written resignation. Until the membership card and resignation are received, such members will continue to be 
liable for payment of dues.  
Section 6. Members who have resigned from the Club while in good standing may be reinstated at the 
discretion of the Board of Governors. Members who have been suspended for failing to satisfy a financial 
obligation to the Club may be reinstated at the discretion of the Board of Governors and upon payment of all 
amounts owing to the Club. A reinstatement fee shall be set by the Board of Governors and may be waived by 
the Board.  
Section 7. (a.)Active, Affiliate and Associate members reside in, or have their principal places of employment 
in the following areas: Washington, D.C.; the Maryland counties of Montgomery and Prince George's; the 
Virginia counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudon, and Prince William, and the Virginia cities of Alexandria, 
Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas and Manassas Park. 
 (b.)Persons living and working in the following areas can choose either Resident or Nonresident status: the 
Maryland counties of Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Frederick and Howard, as well as Baltimore city; the 
Virginia counties of Culpeper, Fauquier and Stafford, as well as the city of Fredericksburg; and the West 
Virginia counties of Berkeley and Jefferson.  
Section 7.  Resident members reside in or have their principal places of employment in the following 
areas: Washington, D.C.; the Maryland counties of Montgomery, Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 
Frederick and Howard and Prince George's; the Virginia counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Loudon, 
Culpeper, Fauquier, Stafford and Prince William; Baltimore city; and the Virginia cities of Alexandria, 
Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas, Fredericksburg and Manassas Park. 
  

Article IV 

FEES AND DUES 
 
Section 1. The Board of Governors shall set dues, initiation fees and other fees as provided by the Constitution 
and these Bylaws. Any proposed changes in dues or fees shall be posted on the Club bulletin board and Web 
site and published in the NPC Record, and shall not be effective until after they are brought up for a vote at 
the next duly called meeting of Active members. In the case of a quorum not being present at such meeting, the 
proposed schedule of dues and fees as promulgated may be adopted by the Board.  
Section 2. The Board of Governors, by a vote of two-thirds of those Board members present and voting, 
entitled to vote, may for sufficient cause, waive the dues of any member for up to six months.  
Section 3. Members below the age of thirty-five four shall pay reduced dues as set by the Board of Governors.  
(Section 4. Upon request, the Board of Governors may grant a reduction in dues to any member who is at least 
sixty-five years of age and retired, or at an earlier age in the case of such member's disability, and who has been 
a member for at least ten years, and whose income from all sources upon retirement is substantially lower than 
his or her total income immediately before retirement.  
Section 5. Members who reside in or have their principal places of employment in the MSA shall pay their dues 
semiannually, or, at their option, annually. However, upon request, a member may pay dues in monthly 
installments, in advance, on or before the tenth day of each month. The Board of Governors shall set the billing 
periods and the dates for payment of dues and other fees or bills, shall impose such penalties or sanctions for 
delinquencies in payment, including possible suspension or expulsion, as it shall deem appropriate, and shall 



have the power to waive any such penalties or sanctions at its sole discretion. Any member delinquent in 
payment of dues or fees shall not be considered a member in good standing.  

Article V 

MEETINGS 
 
Section 1. Annual, periodic and special meetings of the membership shall be scheduled by the Board of 
Governors as required by the Constitution, with notice as provided therein.  
Section 2. Only Active members shall be entitled to vote, and each Active member shall be entitled to one vote 
on each matter put to a vote.  
Section 3. When a quorum is present, all matters shall be adopted by majority vote of those present unless 
otherwise specified in the Constitution and Byalws. 
Section 3. When a quorum is present at any duly called meeting, all matters shall be determined, adopted and 
approved by the vote (which need not be by written ballot) of a majority of those members present, entitled to 
vote and actually voting on the matter, unless the proposed action is one which by law, by Articles of 
incorporation or by the Club's Constitution and Bylaws, a different vote is specified or required, in which case 
such provisions will govern. Any matter so adopted and approved shall be the act of the members of the Club.  
Section 4. The order of business at the annual meeting of members shall be as follows: reading of the minutes 
of the last meeting, report of the officers, report of the Board of Governors, installation of officers, old business, 
and new business. The Board of Governors shall decide the order of business at all special meetings of 
members. 

Article VI 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
 
Section 1. Nominations. All nominations of candidates for election as Governors or officers shall be in the form 
of a written petition signed by at least fifteen Active members, except in the case of nominations for President 
for which the signatures of at least twenty-five Active members shall be required, and in the case of the two 
Governors elected by the Affiliate and Associate members for which the signatures of at least fifteen members 
other than Active members shall be required. Nominating petitions shall be filed with the Secretary and referred 
to the Board of Governors no later than twenty days before the election of officers and Governors is scheduled 
to be held. No Governor whose term of office extends beyond the next annual meeting may be nominated as an 
officer in an annual election unless he or she submits a written resignation as a Governor effective no later than 
the next annual meeting. Candidates placed in nomination shall have the right to withdraw their names by 
written notice to the Secretary. The Board of Governors shall not place on the ballot the name of any person 
who is not a member in good standing.  
Section 2. Ballots. The nominations shall be arranged in alphabetical order under headings designating the 
positions for which the nominees have been nominated, and the ballot shall indicate on its face, under the title 
of each position, the number of candidates to be elected to each such position. A copy of the ballot shall be 
posted on the Club bulletin board and either published in the NPC Record or mailed to each member entitled to 
vote in the election not later than the tenth day preceding the day of the election, and shall remain so posted 
until the close of the polls. No member shall be precluded from writing on the ballot the name of any member in 
good standing and eligible to hold the position for whom the member desires to vote. The Secretary shall see to 
the printing and publication of ballots and the means for conducting an election by secret ballot, and shall be 
responsible for and supervise all elections.  and issues put to a vote of the members. No person shall be 
permitted to solicit votes within the room where the balloting is in progress or within such larger area as the 
Board of Governors may designate.  
Section 3. Election Board. The Secretary, with the approval of the Board of Governors, shall appoint five 
Active members in good standing to serve as an election board in charge of the balloting and counting of votes. 
One member of the election board shall be named by the Secretary Board of Governors as its chairperson. All 



questions relating to Club elections, including questions about the validity of ballot, shall be determined by the 
election board, subject to appeal to the Board of Governors, whose decision shall be final. The Membership 
Secretary shall furnish to the election board a list of names of the members in good standing who are eligible to 
vote in each election before the polls open, and thereafter during the day of the election the name of every 
member who may subsequently qualify. No member shall be qualified to vote who is delinquent in any financial 
obligation to the Club, including dues for the current billing period.  
Section 4. Voting. (a.) The polls shall be open from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on the day of elections. Members can 
either cast their ballots in person on the day of voting or by absentee ballot before the polls open. under 
procedures adopted by the Board of Governors.  
(b.) Maximum participation by members in Club elections, including participation by mail -in ballots, 
should be encouraged.  

(1.) Starting on the cover date of the NPC Record containing the sample ballot, an eligible member 
may obtain a ballot by turning in a personally signed request to the business office that is received 
by close of business eight days before the election, accompanied by a stamped envelope addressed 
to the member's home or temporary address, but not the member's business if it differs from 
home; or delivered in person during business hours, until the close of business on the day before 
the election.  

(2.)Each member must request an absentee ballot separately. Bundled requests will not be 
honored.  

(3.) Individual ballots may be returned by mail, messenger or in person until the polls close. 
Multiple ballots bundled in a single package or delivery will be disqualified.  

(4.)Along with each absentee ballot the Club will provide two return envelopes, one for placement 
inside the other. The outer envelope shall identify the voter and the inner envelope shall not. Outer 
envelopes shall be retained 60 days after the election.  

(5.) Total absentee and total live ballots cast shall be reported separately.  

(6.) These rules shall be printed in the Record containing the sample ballot, and linked 
prominently on the Club's Web site. 

Section 5. Counting. The votes shall be counted immediately after the closing of the polls, and at least four 
members of the election board and the Secretary one member of the Board of Governors shall be present when 
the votes are counted. The candidate(s) receiving the highest numbers of votes shall be declared elected in order 
until the number of candidates to be elected is filled. The results of each election shall be posted in a prominent 
place in the Club immediately after they have been verified by the election board. The results of each election 
shall be formally announced by the chairperson of the election board at the annual meeting, when the candidates 
receiving the highest numbers of votes shall be declared duly elected. In case of ties, the Board of Governors 
shall schedule a runoff run-off election of the tied candidates under procedures to be approved at that time.  
Section 6. Maximum participation by members in Club elections, including participation by mail -in ballots, 
should be encouraged. The membership office is directed to give a mail-in ballot to any member in good 
standing who makes such a request in writing. Members must request the mail-in ballot in person no later than 
eight days prior to the election, fill out the required form and, if requested, provide a photo-identification card. 
The completed ballot must be received by NPC officials before the membership office's normal close of 
business on election day. 

Article VII 

INTERESTED OFFICERS OR GOVERNORS 
 



No contract or transaction between the Club and one or more of its Governors or officers, or between the Club 
and any other corporation, partnership, association or other organization in which one or more of its Governors 
or officers are Governors or officers, or have financial interest, shall be void or voidable solely for this reason, 
or solely because the Governor or officer is present or participates in the meeting of the Board of Governors or 
committee thereof which authorizes the contract or transaction, or solely because his, her or their votes are 
counted for such purpose, if (a.) the material facts as to his or her relationship or interest as to the contract or 
transaction are disclosed and are known to the Board of Governors or the committee, and the Board or 
committee in good faith authorizes the contract or transaction by the affirmative votes of a majority of 
disinterested Governors or committee members, even though such majority of the disinterested Governors or 
committee members be less than a quorum; or (b.) the material facts as to his or her relationship or interest as to 
the contract or transaction are disclosed or are known by the members of the Club entitled to vote thereon, and 
the contract or transaction is specifically approved by vote of the members of the Club; or (c.) the contract or 
transaction is fair as to the Club as of the time it is authorized, approved or ratified by the Board of Governors, a 
committee thereof, or the members of the Club. Interested Governors may be counted in determining the 
presence of a quorum at a meeting of the Board of Governors or of a committee which authorizes the contract or 
transaction.  

Article VIII 

CONTRACTS, LOANS, CHECKS, AND DEPOSITS 
 
Section 1. Contracts: Unless otherwise prohibited or restricted by law, the Board of Governors may authorize 
any officer or officers, agent or agents, to enter into any contract or execute and deliver any instrument in the 
name of and on behalf of the Club, and such authority may be general or confined to specific instances and 
instruments.  
Section 2. Loans: Unless authorized by a resolution of the Board of Governors, no loans shall be contracted on 
behalf of the Club and no evidence of indebtedness shall be issued in the name of the Club, except indebtedness 
incurred for goods or services purchased, leased or otherwise acquired on account in the ordinary course of the 
Club's business. Such authority may be general or confined to specific instances.  
Section 3. Checks, Drafts, Etc.: All checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of money, notes or other 
evidence of indebtedness issued in the name of the Club, shall be signed by such officer or officers, agent of 
agents of the Club and in such manner as shall from time to time be determined by resolution of the Board of 
Governors.  
Section 4. Deposits: All funds of the Club not otherwise employed shall be deposited from time to time to the 
credit of the Club in such banks, trust companies and other depositories as the Board of Governors, or, if the 
officers are so authorized by the Board, the officers may direct. For the purpose of deposit and collection for the 
account of the Club, checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of money which are payable to the order of 
the Club may be endorsed, assigned and delivered by any officer of the Club.  

Article IX 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
Section 1. Execution of Financial Instruments: All checks or demands for money and notes of the Club shall be 
signed by such officer or officers or other such person or persons as the Board of Governors may from time to 
time designate.  
Section 2. Fiscal Year: The fiscal year of the Club may be fixed by resolution of the Board of Governors.  
Section 3. Seal: The Board of Governors may by resolution adopt a corporate seal which shall have inscribed 
thereon the name of the Club, the year of its organization and the jurisdiction of incorporation. The seal may be 
used by causing it or a facsimile thereof to be impressed or affixed or otherwise reproduced.  



Section 4. Voting Securities of Other Corporations: The President or any other authorized officer or Governor 
shall have the authority to vote on behalf of the Club those securities of any other corporation which are owned 
or held by the Club, and may attend meetings of members or execute and deliver proxies for such purpose.  
Section 5. Form of Records: Any records maintained by the Club in the regular course of its business, including 
its books of account and minutes books, may be kept on or be in the form of magnetic tape, magnetic or optical 
disk, photographs, microphotographs, or any other information storage device, provided that the records so kept 
can be converted into clearly legible written form within a reasonable period of time. The Club shall so convert 
any record so kept upon the request of any person entitled to inspect same.  
Section 6. Fidelity Bonds: The Club may secure the fidelity of any or all of its officers, employees or agents by 
bond or otherwise. Any or all of the officers or agents of the Club may be required to give bond for the faithful 
discharge of his, her or their duties in such form, for such amount, and with such sureties as may be determined 
by the Board of Governors. The cost of all bonds secured by the Club shall be borne by the Club.  

Article X 

NOTICE 
 
Section 1. Notice Procedure: Whenever notice is required to be given to any Governor or member by law or by 
the Club's Articles of Incorporation, by the Club's Constitution or by these Bylaws, such notice shall be deemed 
to have been given to each person entitled to notice when mailed to each person so entitled, or when posted on 
the Club bulletin board, or when published in the NPC Record. 
(eliminates never used provision of mailing notice)  
Section 2. Waivers of Notice: Whenever the giving of any notice is required by law, by the Club's Articles of 
Incorporation, by the Club's Constitution or by these Bylaws, a waiver thereof, in writing, signed by the person 
or persons entitled to said notice, either before or after the event of which notice is required, shall be deemed 
equivalent to notice. participation Attendance of a person at a meeting shall constitute waiver of notice of such 
meeting, except when the person attends such a meeting participates for the express purpose of objecting at the 
beginning of the meeting to the transaction of any business at such meeting because the meeting is not lawfully 
called or convened, and, having objected, the person takes no further active part in the meeting. Neither the 
business to be acted on nor the purpose of any regular or special meeting of the members, Governors or 
members of a committee of Governors need be specified in any written waiver of notice, unless so required by 
law, by the Club's Articles of Incorporation or Constitution or by these Bylaws.  

Article XI 

AMENDMENTS 
 
These Bylaws may be altered or amended under rules and procedures set forth in the Constitution of the Club.  
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